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from his death-bed, and wrote to the Prime Minister [of England] and
to Sir Edward Grey in reply to the charge that Egyptians lacked ability
and did not deserve an independent government. On February 10,
the sixth day after this, his earthly career came to an end, and he gave
up his mortal body.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 4-4-1908

86.   JOHANNESBURG LETTER
HAMIDIA SOCIETY'S LETTER
The Hamidia [Islamic] Society has sent an address of thanks to
several persons abroad who helped in the struggle against the law. The
address is printed in gold, red and yellow on thick card of superior
quality with the edges trimmed decoratively. About 200 copies will
be posted. It is signed by Imam Abdool Kadir, Mr. Fancy and
Mr. Goovadia. Here is a translation of the address1:
DEAR SIR,
On behalf of the Hamidia Islamic Society, we beg to tender you our best
thanks for the very warm interest you have taken in the British Indian cause
in the Transvaal, and for the prompt response you have always made to our Socie-
ty's appeal for help. We have no doubt that your advocacy contributed mate-
rially to the happy issue of the struggle which taxed the utmost resources of the
community. The Asiatic Act specially affected the Mahomedan community in
that it deliberately insulted Islam by distinguishing against Turkish Mahomedans
and in favour of other Turkish subjects. It was, therefore, natural that this
Society should have made a special effort to secure the repeal of the Act, and
it has been to our Society a matter of very great satisfaction that our appeal
made to Mahomedans and others has been so favourably received.
THREE ADDRESSES
The addresses to Lord Amp thill, Syed Ameer Ali and Sir Muncherjee
Bhownaggree are ready. They will be posted to Mr. Ritch next week.
He will present them in person to the three gentlemen on behalf of
the community. The addresses express our thanks to them.
"THE GOLD LAW"
The Government has published a draft Bill for a law about mines
in the Transvaal. The law is commonly known as "The Gold Law".
The Government intends to get it passed during the next session of
Parliament. The draft Bill has reference to the existing Gold Law but
i The English text is from Indian Opinion, 18-4-1908.